
Contents 

Preface and Acknowledgments 11 

1. Introduction 
1 .O. Goals of the present study 
1.1. Temporal and aspectual categories in Ancient Greek 
1.2. Aspect and actionality in previous studies 
1.3. The Homeric corpus 
1.4. Actionai classification: the method used in the study 
1.5. On prefixed verbs 
1.6. Structure of the book 

2. Theoretical Background 
2.0. Introduction 
2.1. Defining aspect 

2.1.1. The imperfective aspect 
2.1.2. The perfective aspect 
2.1.3. Iterativity 

2.2. Defining actionality 
2.2.1. Classification of events 
2.2.2. Activities versus accomplishments 
2.2.3. In defence of achievements 
2.2.4. The interaction of aspect and actionality 

Perspective 
2.3.1. The Proto-Indo-European verb: 

2.3. Tense, aspect and actionality from an Indo-European 

an aspectual and tenseless system? 

13 
13 
14 
16 
17 
19 
21 
23 

24 
24 
25 
27 
28 
31 
32 
33 
35 
38 
41 

45 

45 



2.3.2. Reconstructing aspect and Aktionsarf 
2.3.3. The perfect stem 
2.3.4. The “temporal theory” versus the “aspectual theory” 

2.4. The Greek presenthorist dichotomy 
2.4.1. The aspectual interpretation 
2.4.2. The temporal interpretation 
2.4.3. Towards a new approach to aspect 

2.5.1. Durative adverbial types and actional classes 
2.5.2. Various actional tests 
2.5.3. Durative adverbial types and aspectuality 
2.5.4. Some conclusions on the distribution 

of imperfective and perfective aspect 

2.5. Applying syntactic tests to Homeric Greek 

3. Activities and Accomplishments in Homeric Creek 
3.0. Introduction 
3.1. The role of the direct object with transitive verbs 

3.1. I .  Verbs of destruction 
3.1.2. Verbs of various semantic fields 
3.1 3. More on definiteness and telicity 

3.2. Transitive verbs of motion 
3.3. Intransitive activities and accomplishments 
3.4. Conclusions 

4. Achievements and States in Homeric Greek 
4.0. Introduction 
4.1. Achievements: punctuality and semelfactivity 
4.2. On achievements across languages: Botne (2003) 

4.2.1. The Homeric verb G L ~ ~ K L I  
4.2.2. Comparing 9vljuKu to rii~-ru 

4.3.1. Some specific data 
4.3.2. A case study: physical perception verbs 

4.3. States: between “state” and “entry into a state” 

and cognitive verbs 

47 
51 
53 
56 
57 
61 
64 
70 
71 
74 
77 

82 

85 
85 
86 
87 
102 
111 
117 
123 
127 

129 
129 
129 
138 
143 
147 
149 
i 50 

157 

8 



5. Considering Some Special Cases 
5 .O. Introduction 
5.1. Verbs of motion 
5.2. Verbs of communication 
5.3. Verbs with intransitive/transitive aorist pairs 

5.3.1. The inchoative/causative alternation 

6. A Typological Overview 
6.0. Introduction 
6.1. Homeric aspectual system 
6.2. Tense-aspect systems across languages 
6.3. The expression of telicity 
6.4. Co-occurrence restrictions of durative temporal adverbials 
6.5. Diachronic typology and the reconstruction of aspect in 

6.6. Final remarks 
Proto-Indo-European 

Appendix I 

Appendix I1 

Appendix I11 

Index Locorum 

163 
163 
164 
173 
181 
185 

189 
189 
189 
191 
199 
208 

209 
214 

216 

223 

227 

229 

Abbreviations 234 

References 23 5 

9 


	Perspective
	aspectual and tenseless system?


